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Good Brother, | 4 
"Am ſure-you muſt now be convinced, as I make* 
no queſtion you' was then, that nothing could be” 

more pernicious to Prince or ' People, than to car-* 
| ry the Duty of Submiſſion beyond the bounds of 
juſt Reaſon or due Patience; and that therefore the firlt 

Article againſt Meddling with Matters of State, was a | 

Inducement to me, to invite you to this Conference? 

upon the whole Direftions concerning Preachers, which Was 

managed to this effect. | 


You cannot but be every day more ſenſible chan' 
other, how ſeaſonable this Letter of his Majeſty's was, 
and how highly it concerns us to reflect upon it. Ins: 
deed there is nothing in it but what has been formerly 
directed by his Royal Predeceſlors after the fame ma; E; 
ner ; and yet the Matter is of that weighty conſequer 
as not to be one jot the leſs neceſlary ro T coal 
this time. | 

T 1 £ Reafons His Majeſty urges, are from politick 
Conliderations, and ſo Reaſons of State ; but be 
others, - which may be taken from Moral Topicks, 
that great conſideration, that we may 7s ER, 
King has not more Intereſt in them, in His R ates 


than Toke Mmiſters. of the /Ar pſpel bave in their phy 
city For Di rr 


lence is 2s reproachful. « to: the religh FIOUS 
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as to the politick Perſon ; Sedition-as pernicious ; and Re- 
| bellion as criminal. 

{ | Bur to come to the purpoſe, I will purſue the Heads 
; we went through, -as near the ſame order, and. as much 
'tw\ the ſame ſenſe, as my Memory will give me leave : 
We therefore conſidered the Directions under theſe two 


f Negative. 
I. Afirmative. 
EL The Negative part -is contained in the firſt three 


+ Articles concerning, - 
| 1. Matters of State. 


2. Notional and School-Divimty. 
3. Controverſie. 


 Birſt, As to Matters of State, We are forbid to de- 
Gate, limit or bound the conſtitutive Laws of the Realm 
Ferre Prince and People. Every Nation hs is ec 
ti: Rights and Cuſtoms; the Deciſion of which belon 

ultimately to the Reſolutions of Parliaments, as they do 
Srdinarily to the Expoſition of the Judges. Theſe 
things depending upon ancien: Cuſtoms, origmal Con- 
trac and Conſtructions contained generally In the pub- 
Mick Records, are quite beſides our parpoſe ; thry come 
Hoc within the compaſs of our Studies, bur are more 
proper fot Seateſnien and Lawyers to meddle with; and 
2s they ate of publick concern, ſo are they likewiſe of 
* publick 


"Tr 
lick Interprezatians, Howeyer, Requld our FOOTY | 
ad us into, an enquiry after them, their Do&rin world | 
by no means be a proper Subject for us to delcant upon ; | 
becauſe our LaGach is to teach a Chriſtian Behaviour upon 
all occaſions, without entering inte the Meris of any | 
Cauſe berwixt Prince and People. We have been hap» 
py above all other Countries, in having Kings, that ' 
out of their Grace and Bounty, have made ample - 
Conceſſions for our Eaſe and Security, by ſo faxing * 
onr Liberties and Properties, that we cannot be wmong- | 
ed in either, without the open Violation of a ſolemn 
Oath. It therefore we would ſpeak honeſtly ro: this” 
ratter, we ought to do right to both Parties; ang 
then think but how improper and rigiculous this would 
look our of a Pulpic, co þe ftating the ſecular Rights * 
and Privileges on both ſides. But if we exalc the 
Kings Prerogative above the Law, we do as.good . 25: 
tell che People, that na naggy 6. their Rights, the 
King may raviſh their Wives, ſpoil their Goods, and? 
cur their Throats at pleaſure. And .thus we ſhould: 
purſue a Method the moſt contrary to the Mind af” 
Gad, that poſſibly .could be: For it would prove a 
Doctrin -that = do much .harm, and could never. 
do good ; either-it would -alarra the People wich. an: 
apprehenſion that ſome Neſiga were working againſt” 
their juſt,Rights, (For which.pernigiaus rain gf Courtelis, 
we may be {ure.,a wile Prince, as: 0urs-is, 300814 ue 
us {mall thanks, 4inge Ne; = we: ould et- 
| | 2z i; 49-1 IEC 
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pet, would be Diffatisfation, Murmuring, Jealouſie, 
and a readineſs to rebel.) or if it ſhould operate as 
{we intend, if we intend any thing elſe by it, we 
| ſhould hereby make a Halter for our own Necks, 
by diſpoſing Men to avow a Principle - that ſhould 
- . 1nvite Fear King to pur a Yoak upon them. So that 
| Ilook upon it as a Rule, that we ought in com- 
- mon Prudence to fer our ſelves in this Aﬀair; To be 
| as cautious of Flattering our Prince into Tyranny, as 
of ſtirring up the People to Sedition and Tumulr. 
* For we have {cope enough withour a ſervile Flattery, 
ro do our Prince right and our ſelves too, by preaching 
Fup a peaccable and Chriſtian Temper, to wait with 
F qo for the good effect of thoſe ordinary Reme- 
| dies we have by Paſſive Obedience, Weſtminſter- Hall, 
| Parliament, and what other Methods may be ; which 
© if they prevail not, will produce that in God's good 
© time that may. 


| is Meddling with bigh notional Points, which rather di- 
F ſtrat than edifice, and rather engender Strife and En- 
 vy, than procure Peace and Love. This is certain, 
+ that whoever preaches after this manner, either wants 
_—_ to make choice of more proper Subjects, or 

e, vainly puft up by his fleſhly Mind, prefers the 
-Magnifying himſelf before the Edification of his Hearers. 
I is directly againſt the divine Rule, which ſays, The 
© - Servant of the Lord muſt not ſtrive. W es 
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Secondly, T u s next thing we are cautioned againſt, 


- 
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We are particularly warned againſt the Scholaſtical 


handling of the DoQtrine of Eleftion and Reprobation, } 


e hidden 


which are Determinations appointed by 
Wiſdom of God's ſecret Methods. 


cannot give a reaſon for the Growth or Colour of the 


leaft Herb that grows, to handle theſe Points, which | 
have, and ever will be the Amuſement of all Se&ts } 
and Religions under the Sun, as being the abſtruſelt J 
Parts of Gods Workings towards the Children of Men. 1 
Tateks are ſeveral other Niceties — to. the 

C 


Operation of the Spirit, and che Work of Juſtification ; 


the critical Reſolutions of which, ſome, by too much 


refining, have reduced to Air ; and others, by  endea- 


vouring to make too familiar, have rendered contem- - 


ptible. 


Anvp therefore it behoved our Superiors to give a 
Check to the too bold and daring Spirits of ſome raſh | 


Men, that they might be prevailed with, . if poſlible, 


to ſteer by a better Compaſs than- that of their:own. / 
Brains, and- rather keep out at Sea than hazard- their” 
Skill too near the Rocks.* Security and. Satisfa&tion: * 
attend the former courſe, but  Cenſure” and great Peril 
the latter; the firſt may miſcarry, but the other is next ? 


to- certain of doing {o. 


Thirdly, -T'us laſt Negative Article - ſcems: to- 
diſcourage that ſort: of Controverſal | Preaching which. 


F 


For indeed it is an. } 
unpardonable Preſumption in Duſt and Aſhes, which } 
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* fires to the diſtinguiſhing Tenents of the ſeveral 
| Sedts of Religion, as Popery, Pzesbyterianiſmn, 
J | P, &c. ia the managing of which, there 
- & ſuch & Prudence and Diſcretion requiſite, as is not 
evety Man's Talent. | It is therefore very juſtly ad- 
| viſed, -not:to be haſty in entering upon ſuch Under- 
takings, but rather avoid the Invitations our own for- 
| wardnels will be but too apt to draw us into. It is 
| the ready way to draw Attention, and gain a fort of 
Applauſe, it we do bur ſay ſharp things and Saty- 
- mical: For the more lightly che Controverhe is hand- 
" Jed, the berrer it takes, provided the Argument be 
| heightened with earneſt Expreſſions or fooliſh Jelting. 
| But however this Style may be pleaſing at the farlt 
| Accolt, it-cah make no ſolid Impreſſion zo Edification, 
| Which ought to be the End of all Preaching. It will 
| always be deſpiſed by wile Men, and do Fools no real 
I: And yet there is another ſort of Treating our 
-- Adverfarits, which is fill worſe, that is, foul and re- 
| ening. Lingugge;; ſuch Behaviour will either prejudice 
| our Canfe, or at Jralt render us contemptible, thar 
* derve tir it fo dirtily, 

Tux way: to avoid this/in a;great meaſure is, -not 
| to -affe&t and 'force controverſal Points upon a Text ; 
© but rather forbear, till we are conſtrained to it 'by the 
* drift of the Subje&t we treat upon, or from the nece(- 
- dry -of Time and Place. All things are likeliefſt then 
| £0 proceed in the moſt ceatonable manner, when they 


flow 
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ſpeak like rational Creatures, We fhall then be better Þ 
compoſed for the putting on of a Chriſtian Spirit, in Þ 


Expreſſions of Compaſſion, Good Will, Gentleneſs, Mo- 
defly , and whatever other, Virtues. may beſt ſoften 
and ſteal into Mens Hearts. To tell a Man art the 
firſt ſalute, that he is a Heretick, and is damned, is 
to provoke Choler rather than Attention, and utterly 
to fruſtrate our own Endeavours by frighting away 
thoſe: that we would be thought to. invite to us. | 
Bur as we ought. to be very | cautious how we eater 
into Controverlie, and very careful in the handling of 
it: ſo mult we by no. means be diſcouraged from i, 
when there is occaſion. It may. ſo. fa}l out, as to 
indiſpenſibly neceſlary. If the Plague be: begun in . your 
Congregation , you muſt make haſt with your Ceaſers. If you 
ſee it < + XY or hanging over , you mult prepare: 
your People with the belt Antidotes you can think. of 
For Truth, tho-ic never fails in ir ſelf ; yer is ic very; flect» 


ing, if you are not induſtrious to keep it with you. Ir: © 


is the nobleſt Virtue in the World, and. will be treated 
accordingly. 


IL. Trz orher General: Denemination-of thee Articles 


Affirmative : where you are told:what to: do.-in ordev 
ro the more ſucceſsful diſcharging your Miaitry.. And 


this contains four Heads, 


flow moſt eaſily and naturally from: the. abject of our 1 


Diſcourſe. For then we are moſt apt ra do wiſely, and 1 


E | 


t, Catechiſme.. 


/ 
| 
| 
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1. Catechiſing. 

2. Acquainting the People with the Doftrineand 

| Diſciplme of the Church. 

3. The Biſhops being careful not haſtily to Li- 
cence Preachers. 

4. To uſe all Perſuaſion and Authority to ſtop the 
Licentious Praftice of Profaning the Lords 
Day. 


I. Tre Firſt is a Direftion to the teaching of ſuch 
ſort of Divinity , as may. be moſt edifying : And this 
is moſt juſtly preſumed to be Catechetical, fo that there 
| lies not only a Duty upon you to inſtruct Children in 

the Catechiſm ; but likewiſe ro purſue the ſame Method 
in' your Sermons to them of riper years. By which 
- means you. will- beſt improve the firſt Principles laid 
| down, during the time of Childhood ; in making your 
+. Superſtructure more ſurable and of a piece with your 
| Foundation. . It is indeed that courſe which moſt tends 
* ro-edifying : And that chiefly for theſe three Reaſons. 


1. Becauss it admits of the plaineſt and- eaſieſt 
Style. For it 1s not perplexed with Doubts or the Im- 
| provement of refined Notions and learned Enquiries, 
| as all 'ocher ?Methods -are'; but goes diretly to the 
+ Point, - plain familiar way ſutable to the meaneft 

ing. - 
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2. Ir contains the fulleſt and moſt compleat Body 
of Divinity. Ir has all that is neceſſary and nothing ſu- 
perfluous. Other ways of propoſing Religion, however 
they may be more elaborate, and make a greater boaſt 
to the World, through the” contrivance of Humane 
Wit; yer you will find their Original mean art leaſt, and 
ſometimes baſe and degenerate, For cither it ſmells of 
the. Schools, or elſe proceeds from Arrogance, Vain 
Glory, or ſome ſuch like fooliſh Paſſion: I do not ſay 
this in reference to thoſe neceſſary Attendants of Chro- . 
nology, Hiſtory, or thelike, but to the plain Doctrinal 
Point, 

3. IT has this Advantage, that it is more edifying, 
and ſettles Men better in the moſt eſſential Principles. 
For if you ſhould preach to grown Men in another Style 
than that by which you had inſtru&ted them in their 
Youth , you would make them apt to deſpiſe the Foun- 
dation-Work of their Religion, and coriceit theniſelyes 
entered upon another Ordinance. © They would be temi- 
pted to think the common, Duties of. Chriſtianity quly 
incumbent upon Boys: And ſo whilſt they become'ſpe- 
culative Chriſtians, to follow their own Lufts. ' What 
fwarms of Sets ſuch Methods have viſited the Church 
of Chriſt with, Eccleſtaſtical Hiſtory will tell, and.the 
ſad Experience” of our prefetic Age afford too many wo- 
ful Inſtances. TOS RE ov Rs 

| T is therefore prefled with great Juſtice, that ye ſhould 
recommend to the People the: molt Bihepench, ViEueh of 
a trueChriſtian Behaviour, "45d urge! thetn'by Four Ex- 
B 


ample, 
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ample, as well as DoCtrin, that their Practicableneſs, as 
well as Excellency, may the more evidently appear. Ye 
are likewiſe enjoyned to warn your Flock againſt thoſe 
Sins which are moſt prevalent in the preſent Age. For 
the end of all Religion is ro eſchew evil and do good, 
that we may glorifie God in our Souls and in our Bodies, 
which are the Lords. 

I T is recommended to you, to take occaſion now and 
then in your Sermons, to explain the ſeveral Offices in 
the Liturgy, that the People may the better pray with 
their underſtanding. For they are compoſed with that 
Gravity and true Devotion, that they could never have 
fallen into. that Contempt, they did in the late times, but 
that Men pejerar'y were not ſo well poſleſſed of the mean- 
| ing and reaſon of chem, as they ought to have been. And 
| therefore there is another thing needful to the ſame pur- 
poſe, .and thar is carefully and diſtintly to read Divine 
| Service. For it is a Paraphraſe upon the Text, to read 
it ſenſibly, and with a due Emphalis. 


IL, Tas next is the reading the 39 Articles and the 
Canons, yearly at leaſt, to the People, which is an In- 
* junction as early as the Canons and Articles themſelves. 
| And good reaſon there was for it. 
| Txrar which diſtinguiſhes. Chriſtians from other 
© Sets is the Articles of our Religion, the which who- 
| ever profeſles to believe, is a Member of Chriſt's viſible 
* Church.. So that it is neceflary for every Chriſtian to. be. 
| ' well informed of them. Not that every Article in the 


39 
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39 obliges to an explicit belief : It is enough for ma- 
ny of them, that they are. not oppoſed. However they' 
are fo inſtructive all of them, that they do in ſhort give 
the People Marks, by which they may judge more 
eahily, whether or no they that preach, deliver Sound 
Doctrine : And they that preach may the better be di- 
rected how to ſpeak in the Style of the Church, 
chereby ro preſerve that Harmony and Conſent, recom- 
mended by the Apoltle in ſpeaking the ſame things, 1 Cor. 
1.10. And thus giving the ſame ſound, People may with- 
out Diſtraction know how to perform their Duty. 

T xs outward Adornment of this Do&rine, is to _ 
have all things done decently and in order; the World is 
conſtituted and governed by Order, and God is the God 
of it. This is the Diſcipline contained in our Canons, 
which adds Strength to our Faith, and Life to our Cha- 
rity. For where we find Peace and Concord, we are 
inclin'd to believe, that God is there, and our brotherly | 
Love is encouraged by fuch Agreement. It direQs every : 
one to his proper Poſt, and places all in that Harmon 
and Conſent, and unites and knits them together in ſuch 
cloſe Order, that they ſtand like a Wall againft their 
Enemy in the Day of Tryal. Ye cannot Hudy theſe _ 
Rules roo much, fince they are thoſe by which ye ought } 
to walk in all your ourward Behaviour towards your }; 
Flocks. = are the Directions for the Peoples Beha- 
viour ; that they may avoid the mutual Offence which 
Diſorder - and Licentiouſneſs would cauſe among them. 
And therefore it is highly neceſſary they ſhould be ac- | 


[12] 
quainted with them ; that they may not think the Church- 


Diſcipline to be a Device of their immediate Paſtor, nor 
excule their Irregularity upon pretence of Ignorance. 


YH, ANoTaer Injunction is concerning Licences to 
Preach: That care ſhould be taken who are Licenſed, 
and'that it be only during pleaſure. Ir is thought requiſite 
likewiſe, that none for the future but the Arch-Biſhop or 
Biſhop of the Dioce(s do Licenle,as being the moſt proper 
Judges.But this is a matter ſo highly concerns your Miniſtry, 
that it requires a very ferious and diſtinct Obſervation, to 
weigh in whar Latitude theſe Words are to be allowed. 

T xs Preaching of the Goſpel is expreſled ſeverally ; 
but there are but two Exprefſions that have any confider- 
able difference : "The bl is wvrlo, which ſignifies the 
| plain denouncing of the Goſpel, be ir what it will : The 
| other is #eyſzarigo, which includes the Merits of what is 

preached, -by giving it the Style of Good Tidings. 
Howzvek, that Conſideration which mult give you 
zur Meaſures, is carefully to diſtingutſh the difference 
erwixt the Preaching of the Apoſtles, and that of their 
Succeſſors. The Apoſtles laid the Foundation. Built 
' pon the foundation of the Apoſtle and Prophets, Eph. 2. 20. 
| It is very true, they buile on, as occaſion ferved : But 
| their great Work was to diſcover the glad Tidings of the 
; Goſpel troall Mankind. Goye into all the world, and preach the 
| Goſpel to every creature. Mar. 16. 15. And therefore itis 
- thatS. Paulaſlumes to himſelf, as an Apoſtle, a ſhare in 
| the Foundation-work, T have laid the foundation, and another 
buildeth 


I3 
buildeth thereon. 1 Cor. 3. 10. It muſt be acknowledged ar 
the ſame time, that the Apoſtles did upon occaſion exerciſe 
the ordinary miniſterial Fun&tions, but with this Caution, 
T baptized alſo the houſhold of Stephanus : Beſides I know not © 
whether I baptized any other. For Chriſt ſent me not to baptize, © 
but to preach the Goſpel. 1 Cor. 1. 16, 17. 

HowEvex It is certain, whether the Apoſtles had 
exerciſed it or no, that whoever had the ſupreme and ex- 
rraordinary Power, had likewiſe that which was ordinary 
and common to other Miniſters of the Goſpel. For moft 
certainly whatever Power remains to you, ye have it as the 
Apoſtles Succeſſors. And therefore ye ls ro diſtinguiſh 
between that Authority which ended with the Apoſtles, 
and that which is derived down to the Miniſters of the ſic» 

«ceeding Generations. 

1. Tre univerſal Juriſdiction they had, was peculiar - 
to them. For tho every Biſhop'is a Biſhop of the Uni- 
verſal Church; yet he is not an Univerſal Biſhop. He is a 
Biſhop every where; but has ordinany Power to a& on- 
ly within his Dioceſe. | 

2. Taz Power of working Miracles and miraclous 
Gifts of Tongues, Prophecies, ec. were complete only 
inthe Apoſtles. In the Infancy of the Church others had 
theſe Gifts; bur it was in part, one after this manner and: 
another after that, till in proceſs of time all ceaſed; -_ 

3. Txz1s Didtates were infallible, ſo as whatever 
they {aid or writ was certainly true, becauſe they wer: 
inſpired of God; , This, - none after them ever pretended? 
to, except Impoſtors, 


Tas s-. 


I4 
TarzxzroOrs we have-nothing to do with theſe 
| "three Qualifications; which God hath judged to be more 
proper for Foundation-work than Superltructure, to con- 
= the Church than to continue it ſo eſtabliſhed. So 
that to us is left only the Power -of executing what is al- 
ready ſettled, and the improving what we have before us 
to the beſt advantage. 

1. Our Call is of the ſame nature of that with the 
Apoſtles. Chriſt ſent them, they ordain'd others, from 
_ has been derived a Succeſſion to this Day. Ir is 
| true, their inward Miſhon was much more glorious than 
'-ours, the Call more clear and powerful, adorn'd with 
divers Gifts; but ours comes me the ſame Fountain. 
For if we enter in by the Door, and are true Paſtors, we 
-were inwardly moved by the Holy Ghoſt to take upon 
--us the Miniſtry of the Goſpel. 

2. W s have a Powerto Ordain others to ſucceed us, as 
' the Apoſtles had. 

3. We havea power to preach the Goſpel, tho but 
Eat ſecond hand : For we preach but what they delivered 
' down to us, and what we add by way of Explanation, 
or what may be agreeable to that, which has been left 
with us. And this not as ſecure from all miſtake, bur 
| according to our belt Skill with the ordinary help of God's 
Grace and ourown Sincerity. | 
| 4. Tus Adminiſtration of the Sacraments, and the 
formance of other religious Rites are incumbent upon 
as well as they were upon the Apoltles. 


5. AND 


I'5 | 
. AxnD the Power of the Keys is delivered to us down 
from their hands; whereby the Diſcipline of the Church 
is committed to us, for the Correction of thoſe that do ill, 
by Excommunication ; and the Comfort of thoſe that re- 
pent, by receiving them into Communion. 

T a1s being the Caſe ; we muſt allow the Apoſtles 
an uncontrolable Authority, For it was neceſſary from 
the conſideration of what ſie the World was in, The 
World was in darkneſs, and under the ſhadow of Death : 
When Chriſt, who is the Fountain of Light ſent his 
Lights into the World to direct into the =_ of Life. He 
gave them Power accordingly to command the Elements, 
and do Miracles at will ; that the grofleſt Oppoſers might 
by filenc'd, if not convinc'd. Ye may fee the Conflict 
they had with the World by what S. Paul ſays to the - 
Epheſians. We wreſtle againſt principalities, againſt powers, 
againſt the Rulers of the darkneſs of this world, againft ſpiritual ! 
wickedneſs in high places, Ch. 6. v. 12. Andthe bold con- | 
ſequence of it. Our weapons are mighty through God to the | 
pulling down of ſtrong holds: caſting down imaginations, and 2 
every high thing that exalts it ſelf againſt the knowledg of God, * 
and bringing into captivity every thought to the obedience of Chriſt; * 
and having m a readineſs to avenge all diſobedience. 2 Cor. 10. | 
45, 6. This was the Work and this the ſucceſs of ir. 

Bur our Authority is not attended wiyh ſuch a mira, - 
culous and unerring Power, We may be deceived,and may .} 
deceive. Therefore arc we.under a coercive Power,may be - 
reſtrained from the exerciſe of our FunKtions, . and ought 
for Peace and Orders ſake to ſubmit to it. We have,a Come 
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miſſion, but it is ſubordinate ; we have Power, but it is 
controlable. Therefore is it to be noſurprize to you, if 
ye are not left abſolute Judges of the executive extent of 
your Power : But that where ye have no reaſon to look 
upon your ſelves as in a ſtate of Perſecution, ye are bound 
| to ſubmic to the reſtraints of your Superiours. I ſay then, 
1, Was es Iam forbid upon an account, which I 
think to be to the intolerable prejudice of Religion in Do- 
rine or Diſcipline, and that no Appeal can be had by 
reaſon of a general defeftion : There I put my ſelf, but 
at the dreadful peril of being in the right, into a ſtate of 
Perſecution, and know Canonical Obedience no longer. 

2. [x the wrong go-no farther than your own Perſons, 

ye ought to bear it patiently, and ſeck no farther, than by 
Appeal, if it may be had. | 
- © 3. IT makesa great differencein this conſideration,whe- 
| ther ye are only under the general Obligation of your Or- 
| ders; or have the Incumbency of a Cure of Souls : Since ye 
| may upon eaſter Terms be tyed up under the firſt Capacity, 
* than under the ſecond. 
* © Bur I ſay not this to quarrel with the Article, which 
| T look upon to be of great uſe: For it would be an Aﬀeront 
- to God's Word, to let ſome have the handling of it. And 
- if it be asked, Why then have ye ſuch ſcandalous Prieſts? 
| Tanfiver with another Queſtion, Why then have ye ſuch 
* ſcandalous Maintainance in many places? Beſides there 
* may happen fuch times, that the State may be concerned 
= ut Reſtraints upon Preaching, to hinder Trumpets of 
Re | 
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TV. Ts laſt Article is that' which at all tinies' Ye 1 
"ought to be concerned for ': To ſee that the Soltmn Day * 
of our Religious Worſhip be oblſeryed, as becomes firt- 
cere Profeflors. But molt eſpecially ar this time it lies * 
upon us to apply double Diligence. For this Indulgence 
which the King has granted, upon the tiorion of havitig * 
a Diſpenſing Power in himſelf, has been' ſo little confider- 
ed in reference to the abnſe wicked and profane Men will 
make-of ic: Thar it has laid the Lord's Day open to ! 
all Contempe imaginable. We have alrea 6.54 fad 
experience of it. Mey People ftay ar home on that 
Day' and attend their fecular Affairs: The Loofe and De- 
bauched lye at the Alehonſe; and every one that fears not 
God, takes occaſion to be an Offence to thofe thar ds, - 
As to what Remedies'we ſhould uſe to preven theſe MI 
chiefs, as much as may be : I think we fully confidered” - 
in our laſt Conference before this, whither I refer you... © 
AL 1 therefore that fhall add, is to reniind; you, * 
of what ye were at the time of our Conference ſo,ſen- 
ſible: That greater Care could not be taken, than * 
what every Circumſtance of the preſent time ſtands in 
need of: We have a Prince of another Religion, who 
for that reaſon cannot choole but be moſt influenced by 
our Adverſaries : And' what the Mercies of that Religion ! 
are, when exerciſed to the height, ye all very well know. 
What if we have His Royal Word never ſo ſolemnly pal- 
ſed > There is no reaſon we ſhould expe it farther to be 
made good," thari we on our parts ſuitably behave our 
ſelves. If we be a leſſening, hindrance or diſcredit ro - 
L - our 5 


_ 


-eun own Religi iy Wall , ht ine N i 
' genc an Bra nay ſure — = 
2” . abandon us, as 4 "Joſt ſort of People! that de- 
x 0 pep. bur have forfeiced all . claim to his Protes 
- In which caſe. to. be ſure.he will: ſer himſelf r0-cſta- 
Ht that, which his affection. muſt neceſſarily. moſt ins 
brag him to., The keaſt wercan expect from-one ſoiwed- 
| "ded | ro: that Relgon, is. that he ſhould promagg. ic; all he 
: © And. thetefore ſhould we make any defaule,- it is 
\ Dat 'reaſor able for us; to-expect; i that he ſhould adet. 
\ vgur $0 rid ours out of the way. © Nay; ſhquld webg Any. 
75s -aTE ks - or fooliſh-at this time, .it would be ro; play 
ye 30tq our Enemies Hands; who would not. fail; 
ze wie: of that. Adyantage'to. lead or drive away Our 
band leaven us uſelels Shepherds. And what a ſhames. 
Keproach would this be to. us in. this World, . and what, 
ful Sentence would-it draw upon us in the next}. 
. my, daily Prayer ſhall be, ,and'I hope, yours. 
«tþ qu © too, thatwe may. be. couragious in this day, 
of Tryal, and behave our Por like Men. 


ur \ offebtimate Brother, 
MÞ1 © 
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